THE HONEST WOODCUTTER

Once upon a time, there was a poor
woodcutter. All he owned were the clothes
he wore and an old but strong axe. With that
he chopped enough wood each day to buy
food.

As he was chopping wood by the river one
day, the axe fell into the river. Being heavy, it
sank to the bottom of the river.

The woodcutter was very sad and did not
know what to do. He had lost his only means
of earning a living.

Suddenly, a strange old man appeared.
«What,s the matter? Why are you so sad,
my son?»

The woodcutter told him what had happened.
The old man dived into the water and came
out holding an axe made of gold.

«ls this your axe?» he asked the woodcutter.
«No, that>s not mine,» said the woodcutter.

The old man dived into the water again. This
time, he came up with a silver axe. Again,
the honest woodcutter said it was not his. On
the third dive, the old man came up with the
wooden axe. The grateful woodcutter ran to
take it from the old man. The old man picked
up the gold and silver axes and told the
woodcutter. «Here, take these as well. Since
you have been neither greedy nor dishonest,
you deserve a rewards.
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Learn English with Kaper!
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